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The  following  report  is  a  brief  analysis  of  the  industrial 
situation  in  East  Boston: 

East  Boston  Area 


There  are  29  manufacturing  firms  with  20  or  more  full-time 
employees  in  the  East  Boston  area.  These  29  firms  employ  approxi- 
mately 3,800  people.  The  largest  industries,  in  terms  of  both  the 
number  of  full-time  employees  and  the  number  of  firms,  are  Apparel 
and  Metal  Machinery.  These  two  industries  employ  40%  of  the  work- 
force. Twenty-six  of  the  29  firms  are  in  size  classes  4,  5,  and  6. 
(The  employment  in  these  size  classes  ranges  from  20-250  persons.) 

The  Boston  Industrial  Survey,  which  was  conducted  in  1969,  is 
the  basis  for  the  following  information:   The  Survey  covered  16  of 
the  major  29  firms  in  the  East  Boston  area.   The  average  annual 
wage  for  the  firms  surveyed  was  $6,535,  as  compared  with  $7,400  for 
the  City  of  Boston.   The  average  salary  tends  to  decrease  as  the 
size  of  the  firm  increases,  with  size  Class  4  having  an  average 
annual  wage  of  $7,600  and  Size  Class  8  having  an  average  annual 
wage  of  $5,150.   Transportation  Equipment  ($8,241)  and  Metal  Ma- 
chinery ($7,176)  pay  the  highest  salaries  and  Furniture  ($5,100) 
and  Electrical  Machinery  ($5,641)  pay  the  lowest. 

The  total  full-time  employment  of  the  firms  sampled  was  2,168. 
Minority  workers  constitute  6.6%  of  the  workforce  or  143  employees. 
This  figure  compares  with  a  16%  minority  employment  rate  for  the  city 
as  a  whole.   A  further  breakdown  of  minority  workers  reveals  that 
79  (3.6%)  are  Black  and  64  (3.0%)  are  Spanish-speaking.   Sixty-four 
percent  of  the  minority  workers  earn  $5,000  or  more  as  compared 
with  61.5%  in  Boston. 
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Six  of  the  16  major  manufacturing  firms  in  the  East  Boston 
area  are  considering  moving  to  a  non-Boston  location.   These  six 
firms  employ  788  workers  or  36%  of  the  workforce.   Fifty-nine 
percent  of  the  reasons  given  by  those  firms  considering  moving 
were  space  related.   This  includes  expansion  space  needed,  cost 
of  space  to  high,  consolidation  of  facilities  not  possible,  and 
one-story  layout  requirements. 
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